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	Firefighter Survival Training – Firefighters who have been properly trained in self-survival skills can greatly enhance the possibility of a successful Safety Engine/RIT team rescue.  Standardized, predicable actions of a trapped, lost or disoriented member will enable rescuers to locate and extract the member in a much more timely manner.

Standardized self-survival actions:

1. Initiate an emergency “Mayday” / Activate Emergency Distress Button

2. Stay Calm, Preserve Your Air Supply

3. Activate P.A.S.S.

4. Provide a situation / problem report

5. If trapped or disoriented as a crew, stay together

6. Search for an exit – look for light

7. Attempt to follow a hose line / life line to safety

8. Retreat to an area of safety

9. Assume a horizontal position to enhance the audible signal of your P.A.S.S. and enhance thermal protection

10. Use your flashlight as a beacon device / Attempt to make tapping noises using tools or other objects.

When searching for lost or trapped firefighters, consider:

1. Knowledge of their last known location (Using radio reports, last assignment, progress reporting, etc.).

2. Tracing hose lines into the area the firefighter(s) were known to be (If the lost/trapped member was assigned as an attack crew, consider following the hose line and initiating a search in the immediate area of the hose line).

3. Evidence of building structures or locations that were described by lost or trapped firefighters (Utilize the geographical identifiers provided by the lost/trapped member i.e. bedroom, rollup door, etc).

4. Listening for the audible sounds of a PASS (Assign exterior members to monitoring points on all sides of the structure).

5. Listening for the sound of an SCBA low pressure alarm (four point monitoring)

6. Listen for shouts of help, tapping sounds, sounds of breathing, etc. (four point monitoring).

7. Listen for sounds of portable radio broadcasts audible in the search area (Consider using the Feedback Assisted Rescue (FAR) technique to enhance the broadcast – place two radios together while transmitting with both simultaneously thereby creating a screeching feedback.  If the downed firefighter is equipped with a workable a radio, this will transmit a screeching sound enabling search crewmembers to locate the lost/trapped firefighter).

8. Look for flashlight beams – direct beams at the ceiling or flashing lights within the structure.  Consideration should be given to turning off all emergency lighting and/or scene lighting momentarily to help in locating any potential signaling from the lost/trapped member.
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	*PROPER TRAINING AND DISCIPLINE WILL LEAD TO THE FOLLOWING KNOWN FACTORS FOR A LOST/TRAPPED FIREFIGHTER:

KNOWN FACTS OF A LOST/TRAPPED FIREFIGHTER:

1) Approximate size of Firefighter(s)

2) Clothing description

3) Last known location

4) General work habits (Group Activities)

5) Last known assignment

6) Last known path of travel

7) Anticipated clues

•Audible – PASS, Verbal, Physical 

•Visible – Flashlight, Strobes, Etc.
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